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AnCHIVES 


The  Christian's  Debt 
to  the  Jew 


I  want  to  speak  to  you  to-night,  on 
the  debt  which  the  Christian  owes  to 
+hp  Jew,  a  debt  so  great,  that  he  can 
.    •  repay    it.      To  many,   it  may 
a    strange  statement,   that    a 
-ti^n  can   owe   a   Jew   anything, 
.angr     because    instead    of    seeking 
to  repu  /  this  debt,  the  whole  Chris- 
tian world  has  for  eighteen  centuries, 
been  pouring  out  its  hatred  upon  the 
Jew     Whatever    the  reason,  through 
all  the  ases,  the    Jewish  people  have 
been      subjected      to    every  kmd     of 
oppression      and     injustice.      To-day. 
eleven  millions  of  Jews,  are  scattered 
over  the  world,   without   a  country, 
without  a  temple,  and  without  a  re- 
ligion  that   brings     them   into   touch 
with  the  God  of  their  fathers.    Every- 
where thev   are  despised,   and   every- 
where their  name  is  a  by  word. 

Onlv  as  the  Christian  religion  rises 
into  "the  Christlike,  do  we  find  any 
deep  conviction  of  the  claim,  which 
the  Jew  has  on  our  Christian  grati- 
tude. In  my  younger  days  I  Jelonged 
to  a  ch  irch  in  Scotland  that  t^ook  a 
deea  interest  in    the  welfare  of    the 

T«>ws  led  bv  such  men  as  Robert 
Murray  McCheyne,  and  Horatius 
Bonar     But  the  int-r^  t  has  been  of 


slow  growth.  I  do  not  know  any 
branch  of  the  Christian  Church  in 
which  it  has  been  kindled  beyond  a 
spark.  It  is  not  ,.  libel  to  say,  that 
the  whole  Christian  Church,  is  to-day 
living  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the 
glorious  results,  involved  in  the  re- 
storation of  the  House  of  Israel  to  the 
favour  of  God,  results  clothed  with 
tremendous  meaning  to  the  Christian 
Church,  and  to  the  whole  world. 

Let  me  now  speak  to  you  on  the 
claim  which  the  Jew  has  on  our 
Clinstian  pratitnde. 

1st.— Humanly  speaking  we  owe  to 
the  Jew  our  Bible.  The  Book  of 
books,  which  reveals  the  way  by 
which  God  came  into  our  human  life, 
the  Book  that  solves  the  problem  of 
sin,  and  points  the  way  to  eternal 
life,  the  Book  beyond  price,  which 
is  the  light  of  our  life,  the  guide 
of  our  life,  and  the  strength  of  our 
life,  we  owe  to  the  Jew.  The  holy 
men  of  God,  who  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost  were 
Jews.  Their  words  of  life,  entering 
into  our  life  are  so  precious,  that 
you  cannot  name  the  price  for  which 
you  would  barter  your  Bible. 

2nd.— We  owp  our  Saviour  to  the 
Jews.  The  light  and  the  life  of  men, 
and  the  glory  of  our  human  manhood 
was  a  Jew.  The  only  begotten  Son 
of  God,  in  coming  into  our  world, 
took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels, 
but  he  took  on  him  the  seed  of 
Abraham.  He  came  to  save  the  lost 
sheep  of  the  House  of  Israel.  He 
came  to  reveal  God,  in  a  world,  that 
had  lost  all  knowledge  of  his  likeness, 


and  his  revelation  of  God,  shines  up- 
on our  dark  world,  like  a  sun  that 
never  sets. 

3rd, —Not  only  do  we  owe  to    the 
Jews  our  Saviour,  but  while  they  re- 
jected Jesus    as  their    own  Saviour, 
their  very  rejection  comes  to  us,  and 
to    all    the    world    as  a  boon.    The 
crucifixion  of    Jesus  was  a  fearfully 
wicked  act,  and   yet,     somehow,   the 
whole  world  has  reaped  untold  bless- 
ing'   'tom    their    sin.    Had  the  Jews 
welt    iied  Jesus,  and  accepted  him  as 
their  Kmg,  I  cannot  imagine  the  is- 
sue,    but  rejecting  him,   they   sealed 
their  own  doom,  and  God's  gift  of  a 
Saviour  passed    out    to  the  Gentile 
world.    By    a    divine     alchemy,    the 
curse  was  changed   into   a    blessing, 
and  the  tragedy  of  Calvary    was  con- 
verted into  au  infinite  wealth  of  lije 
and  love,  in  ^.hich  the  whole  world 
shares.    A  ri-^ef  of  living  water  flows 
from  the  Cros     of  the  Crucified  One, 
that     cannot     be     dammed     up,  nor 
hemmed    in,    but  flo  /s  oat  to  every 
people  and  kindred  and  tongue,  m  a 
glorious  tidal  wave  of   salvation. 

You  see  then  how  it  comes  to  pass 
that  the  Jew  claims  and  merits  our 
Christian  gratitude.  It  is  not  your 
place  nor  mine  to  despise  the  Jew, 
or  to  maltreat  him  in  any  way.  Our 
relation  to  our  Jew  Saviour  converts 
every  Jew  into  a  brother. 

But  not  only  do  Christians  owe 
this  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Jewish 
people,  there  are  weighty  reasons 
why  they  should  be  on  their  knees 
ppraying  for  the  speedy  conversion  of 
the  Jews  to  the  faith  of     3sus.    The 


crowning  glory  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion is  bound  up  with  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Jews.  By  the  rejection  of 
their  Messiah,  the  nation  of  Israel 
has  been  broken  off  from  its  old  re- 
lation to  the  Church  of  God.  Like  a 
dead  branch,  Israel  has  been  broken 
from  the  olive  tree.  But  the  day  is 
coming  when  the  broken  off  branch 
shall  be  grafted  in  again.  The  day  is 
coming,  when  the  House  of  Israel 
shall  look  upon  Him  whom  they  have 
pierced,  and  with  broken  hearts  shall 
see  in  the  crucified  One  their  true 
Messiah.  The  day  is  coming  when  the 
glory  of  God  shall  be  manifested,  in 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  in  a  way 
more  marvellous  than  any  event  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  the  Christian 
Church,  It  will  mark  the  consum- 
mation gospel  progress,  as  in  a 
way  I  cannot  tell,  the  conversion  of 
the  Jews,  will  be  the  chief  factor,  in 
preparing  the  world  for  its  millennial 
glory. 

Let  us  try  to  understand  Paul's 
prophetic  words,  "If  the  fall  of  them 
be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the 
diminishing  of  them  be  the  riches  of 
the  Gentiles,  how  much  more  their 
fullness  ?  If  the  casting  away  of 
them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world, 
what  will  the  receiving  of  them 
be  but  life  from  the  dead  ?"  These 
are  words  of  tremendous  meaning. 
There  is  a  glory  of  God  hid  in  them 
beyond  our  imagination.  The  day 
in  which  the  long  outcast  nation  will 
je  received  back  to  the  favour  of  God 
will  mark  the  glorious  climax  of 
gospel   victories,     as    the   blindness, 
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the  piejudice  and  hatreds  of  eighteen 
centuries  shall  pi.ss  away,  and  all 
Israel  shall  welcome  Jesus  as  their 
newly  found  Messiah.  We  can  im- 
agine how  they  will  with  one  voice 
shout  out  the  old  chorus,  "Hosanna, 
Blessed  is  He  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of   the  Lord." 

Such  a  stupendous  manifestation  of 
the  grace  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  is  overwhelming.  1  make  no 
criticism  of  the  many  books,  which 
have  been  written  on  the  restoration 
of  the  Jews  to  their  old  land,  and 
the  founding  in  Jerusalem  of  a  '  ..st 
commonwealth,  over  wb''^h  Ch.  s! 
shall  in  person  reign  the  ig.  hit 
to  my  mind,  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews,  is  not  a  question  of  repeopling 
Palestine,  nor  of  making  Jerusalem 
a  world  centre.  As  Paul  unfolds  it, 
their  conversion  is  not  a  question  of 
politics  but  of  life,  of  an  overwhelm- 
ing life,  that  transforms  death  into 
life,  as  the  breath  of  the  living  Spirit 
of  God  quickens  a  dead  nation  into 
life.  Paul  is  speaking  of  a  life  of 
God  th.;t  raises  the  whole  house  of 
Israel  from  its  grave  of  spiritual 
death,  he  is  speaking  of  a  life  of 
God,  which  converted  Israel  will 
bring  into  the  Christian  church  and 
through  the  church  out  into  an  unre- 
generated  world.  The  boon  from  liv- 
ing Israel  is  life  to  a  dead  world. 

Any  treatment  of  the  conversion  ol 
the  Jews,  that  fails  to  take  in  "'le 
infinite  wealth  of  divine  life,  that 
their  conversion  will  bring  to  the 
Christian  Cuurch  and  to  the  whole 
world,  is  simply    dealing    with  beg- 


gardly  elements.  The  glory  of  God 
in  quickening  the  house  ol  Israel 
into  life  is  a  spiritual  glory,  infinite- 
ly exalted  above  the  material  m  any 
form. 

We  can  see  also  in  Paul's  prophetic 
words,    the    wisdom     of    the   faithful 
Providence,  that  has  never  ceased  to 
watch   over  an   outcast  people.     God 
had  said,   "that  they  would  be  scat- 
tered  overall    the   nations,"    and    so 
they  are.    But  had  God  no  wise  pur- 
pose in  such  a  dispersion  ?  Just  think 
of     it.      A    handful    of     enthusiastic 
Christians,  speak  boastfully  of  bring- 
ing the  world    to  the  feet  of  Jesus. 
But  what  are  the  facts  ?    The  whole 
Christian  Church  in  obedience  to  her 
marching  orders,  to  "Go  into  all  the 
w^orld  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature,"    after     eighteen      hundred 
years  have  passed,   has  to-day,     less 
than  four  thousand  missionaries  out  in 
a    lost  world,  telling  the  story   of  a 
Saviour.     But  when  the  Holy   Spirit 
enthrones  Christ  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Jewish  people  as  their  beloved  King, 
we  shall  see  millions  of  missionaries, 
living    in    the    very     heart    of    the 
heathen  world,  preaching  Christ  with 
an    enthusiasm      that     shall    so   win 
the  hearts  of   men,     that    soon    the 
heathen  will  become  Christ's  inherit- 
ance and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  his  possession.    I  humbly  think 
that    we    are    drawing  near    to  the 
time  when  all  the  earth  shall  see  the 
manifestation     of   the   glory   of    God, 
not  only  in  Israel,  a  nation  born  in 
a  day,  but  in  the  accumulating  rapid- 


ity   with   which   the   world   shall     be 
brought  to  the  feet  of  Jesus. 

In  closing  let  me  add  this  word.     I 
have  noticed  in  the  daily  press,  that 
m  cities   like  Montreal,   Toronto  and 
Winnipeg  the  Jewish   people  consider 
it  an  impertinence,  and  an  insult,  for 
the    Christian    Church    to     establish 
missions    to    the    Jews,  as   if  Jews 
were  heathen.     But  what  I  have  said 
to-night,  ought  to  be  an  apology  for 
such  missions.    Christians  cannot  help 
tellmg      the      Jewish     people      that 
through  them    they     have  been  made 
the    recipients     of    blessings    beyond 
price,  and  are  only  seeking  to  repay  a 
little  of  the  debt  they  owe.    There  is 
no  insult,  no  disparagement,  no  idea 
of  inferiority,  but  only  the  outflow  of 
Christian  gratitude,   toward  the  peo- 
ple who  have  blessed  their  lives    to- 
gether  with     the     desire     that   they 
themselves     should      also    enjov    the 
same  blessing. 

And  there    is  another    reason  why 
Christians  think  such  missions  neces- 
sary.   Christians    want    the     Jewish 
people  to  know,  that  the  Christian  re- 
ligion   in   its   progress,    is   advancing 
toward  the  day  of  which  the  prophet 
Ezekiel    speaks.     In   prophetic   vision 
he  sees     a  day  when    the  dry  bones 
shall     live,  and    the  whole  house    of 
Israel  shall  be  quickened  into  spirit- 
ual life.     This  is  the  point  at  which 
the  Christian  Church,  and  the  house 
of  Israel   are  to  meet,   and   flow    to- 
gether,  as  part  of  the  living  church 
the    body    of    Christ,    where   all    race 
distinctions  pass  away,  "where  there 
IS     neither    Jew    nor    Greek,  circum- 


cision  nor  uncircumcision,  Barbarian 
Sythian,  bond  nor  free  but  Christ  is 
all  and  in  all"  and  all  "ONE  in 
Christ  Jesus." 

\s  Christians  we  cannot  help  pray- 
ing  and   working,     to  reach   such  an 
issue,    for    it    involves    not  (.nly  the 
culminating     glory     of   the   Christian 
Church,  and  of  the  Jewish  people,  but 
the  still  greater  glory  of  God,  as  seen 
in  a    world    brought    to    the  feet  of 
Jesus.     Everv  knee  shall  bow  to  Hi"^, 
and  every  tongue  confess  that  He  is 
Lord     "Then     the    ransomed    of     the 
Lord'  shall  return  and  come  to  7.ion 
with  songs,  and  everlasting  ]oy  shall 
be  on  their  heads,  they   shall  obtain 
joy     and    gladness    and    sorrow    and 
sighing  shall  flee  away." 
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PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  CANADA 

MISSION  TO 
THE  JEWS 


By  order  of  tlie  Assembly,  work 
among  the  Hel)re\v  people  was  com- 
menced in  the  City  of  Toronto  in  li»OS, 
and  on  March  .'>lst,  1011,  a  branch  of 
the  work  was  opened  in  the  City  of 
Winnipeg,  INhm. 

DEPARTMENTS  OF  WORK 

Reading  Room  for  ^len. 
(lospel  ^Meetings 
Xight  School 
.AFedical  Dispensary 
Open  Air  Services 
llonse  to  Honse  \'isitation 
Bible  and  Tract  Distribution 
Sewing  Classes  for  (Jirls. 

LANTERN  LECTURES 

Mk.  Urco  SiMTZKH,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  Wiimipeg  branch  is  prepared  lo 
give  illnstrated  lectures '  on  Jewish 
Life,  l*e>-secntions  and  Mission  Work, 
a.)d  would  like  to  hear  from  secretar- 
ies oi  .  )cieties.  Adc'  ess  communi- 
cations. 

The  Jewish  Mission 

215  Jarvis  Ave.  Winnipeg,  Man. 

Phone  St.  John  1183 


